Each year, PAL After-
| School Program partici-

-pants, represent differ-

ent cultural backgrounds,

age groups and New York
City neighborhoods, come
together to express them-
selves through poetry.
Plz;c&;g mdenghﬁg?
creati an e -
._.natlon, the annual Poetry
am acknowledges the tal-
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tgr-,Schoul Program'’s annu-
al Poetry Writing Contest.
Their work will be in-
cluded in an anthology
showcasing other winners
throughout the city, This
year’s theme was Identity,
The young poets used
language. along with bfo
‘etry-writing and  public-
speaking techniques devel-
oped through collaboration
with Leigh Mills, Libby
‘Mislan and Allan Bounville
~of the Community Word

"Project, to produce a look .

into their identity,
Talise's poem was titled

‘ning poems were complled
in an anthology, featuring
the original poetry and art-
work of students across the
five boroughs, including
Queens resident, Talise.
Queens resident Talise,
a seventh grader from PAL
Pathways Prep, and Brook-
Iyn resident Laylah, a third
grader from PAL Breukelen
Cornerstone, were among
the winners in the Police
Athletic League s Arts Af-

“Fonrth of July.”

“l wanted to express
the importance of the time
I get to spend with fam-
ily,” she said. “No matter
what is happening in our
lives, we all come together
and my cousins and I play
around.”

Laylah’s poem “Cup-
cake" centers around a dis-
carded (reat.

“My grandma made
cupcakes with lemon frost-
ing, but my favorite kind is
chocolate,” she said, “After
I threw the lemon cupcake
away, I had a nightmare.”
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